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11 July 2019 - The outbreak of Ebola virus disease (EVD) in North Kivu and Ituri provinces,
Democratic Republic of the Congo continues this past week with a similar transmission
intensity to the previous week. While the number of new cases continues to ease in former
hotspots, such as Butembo, Katwa and Mandima health zones, there has been an increase in
cases in Beni, and a high incidence of cases continues in parts of Mabalako Health Zone. In
addition to these re-emerging hotspots, there are a large number of people with confirmed and
probable infections moving to other health zones, with the greatest number coming from Beni
Health Zone. The movement of cases causes the outbreak to spread to new health zones and
re-emerge in health zones with previously controlled infections. Overall, this underscores the
importance of robust mechanisms for listing and following up contacts and understanding the
motivations for peoples’ decisions to move.

After the first reported case in the Ariwara Health Zone on 30 June, no new cases have been
observed in that health zone. A response team deployed to that zone continues to identify
contacts, engage the community, and vaccinate individuals at risk. Response personnel from
the bordering countries of Uganda and South Sudan continue to support operational readiness
activities. Resources are being dedicated to monitoring the Uganda-Democratic Republic of the
Congo border in that area.

In the 21 days from 19 June through 9 July 2019, 72 health areas within 22 health zones
reported new cases, representing 11% of the 664 health areas within North Kivu and Ituri
provinces (Figure 2). During this period, a total of 247 confirmed cases were reported, the
majority of which were from the health zones of Beni (41%, n=101), Mabalako (19%, n=48),
Lubero (6%, n=16), and Mandima (5%, n=13). As of 09 July 2019, a total of 2437 EVD cases,
including 2343 confirmed and 94 probable cases, were reported (Table 1). A total of 1646
deaths were reported (overall case fatality ratio 68%), including 1552 deaths among confirmed
cases. Of the 2437 confirmed and probable cases with known age and sex, 57% (1384) were
female, and 29% (704) were children aged less than 18 years.

Cases continue to increase among health workers, with the cumulative number infected rising
to 132 (5% of total cases). Of the 128 health workers with information available, the greatest
proportion is among health workers at health posts [poste de santé] (20%, n = 26) and private
health facilities (35%, n = 45). The majority (68%, n = 87) of health worker infections were
among nurses.
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No new EVD cases or deaths have been reported in the Republic of Uganda since the previou
s EVD Disease Outbreak News publication on 13 June 2019
. As of 3 July, 108 contacts exposed to those cases were identified, and they all completed the
21-day follow-up period. All contacts were asymptomatic. Arua district, located in the
north-western part of Uganda near the Uganda-Democratic Republic of the Congo border, is
currently stepping up its response readiness to prevent imported cases of Ebola following the
case that died on 30 June 2019 in Ariwara Health Zone in neighbouring Democratic Republic of
the Congo, located 8 kilometres from the Uganda border. This case is known to have over 200
contacts, some of whom are in the communities bordering the Arua district. As of 9 July 2019,
two suspected cases in the Arua district were reported and both tested negative. As of 9 July
2019, the cumulative number of individuals vaccinated in Arua district is 811 out of 1092
targeted front line and healthcare workers.
More information here: https://www.who.int/csr/don/11-july-2019-ebola-drc/en/
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