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NEW YORK/GENEVA, 13 September 2012 – The pace of reducing child deaths has acceler
ated sharply 
since 2000, according to new data released today by UNICEF, the World Health Organization,
the World Bank and the UN Population Division.

  
 An annual report by the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UN-IGME)
shows that in 2011, an estimated 6.9 million children died before their fifth birthday,
compared to around 12 million in 1990. Rates of child mortality have fallen in all regions of the
world in the last two decades – down by at least 50 per cent in Eastern Asia, Northern Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean, South-eastern Asia and Western Asia.

 And progress is accelerating: Between 2000 and 2011, the annual rate of reduction in the
global under-five mortality rate jumped to 3.2 per cent, up from 1.8 per cent in 1990-2000.
Sub-Saharan Africa, the region with the greatest challenge in child survival, has doubled its rate
of reduction, from 1.5 per cent per year in 1990-2010 to 3.1 per cent in 2000-2011. 

 An estimated 19,000 children still died every day in 2011, and around 40 per cent in the first
month of life,most from preventable causes. The gains in child survival, although significant, are
still insufficient to achieve Millennium Development Goal 4 of reducing the global under-five
mortality rate by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015. Only six of the world’s 10 regions are on
track to reach the target. Proven solutions need to be expanded to accelerate progress on child
survival faster and farther.
Committing to Child Survival: A Promise Renewed is a global movement to accelerate action

on maternal, newborn and child survival and build on progress since 1990. More than 100
governments have since June renewed their commitment to child survival.
 Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia face the greatest challenges in child survival, and
currently account for more than 80 per cent of global under-five deaths. Their disparity with
other regions is becoming more marked as regions such as Eastern Asia and Northern Africa
have cut child deaths by more than two thirds since 1990.

 Half of all under-five deaths occurred in five countries: India (24 per cent), Nigeria (11 per cent),
Democratic Republic of the Congo (7 per cent), Pakistan (5 per cent) and China (4 per cent).
India and Nigeria account for more than a third of all under-five deaths worldwide.

 Globally, the leading causes of death among children under five are pneumonia (18 per cent of
all under-five deaths), preterm birth complications (14 per cent), diarrhoea (11 per cent),
complications during birth (9 per cent) and malaria (7 per cent).

 The UN- IGME 2012 report calls for systematic action to reduce neonatal mortality as the
proportion of under-five deaths during the neonatal period is rising in every region and almost all
countries. Highly cost-effective interventions are feasible even at the community level.
Accelerating the reduction in under-five mortality is possible by expanding preventative and
curative interventions that target the main causes of post-neonatal deaths and the most
vulnerable children.
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 ###
About UN- IGME

 IGME was formed in 2004 to share data on child mortality, harmonize estimates within the UN
system, improve methods for child mortality estimation report on progress towards the
Millennium Development Goals and enhance country capacity to produce timely and properly
assessed estimates of child mortality. The IGME, led by UNICEF and the World Health
Organization, also includes the World Bank and the United Nations Population Division of the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs as full members.
 The 2012 child mortality report has the latest IGME estimates of child mortality at the country,
regional and global levels. For more information visit: www.childmortality.org

About UNICEF
 UNICEF works in 190 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early
childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing
countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic
education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and
AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses,
foundations and governments. For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.uni
cef.org .
About WHO

 WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for health within the United Nations system. It
is responsible for providing leadership on global health matters, shaping the health research
agenda, setting norms and standards, articulating evidence-based policy options, providing
technical support to countries, and monitoring and assessing health trends and improving global
health security. For more information about WHO and its work, visit www.who.int .

 The full report can be downloaded at this link after the embargo is lifted at:
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/levels_trends_child_mortality_2012/e
n/index.html
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