Better supply systems key to reach all children with life-saving vaccines
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Geneva | 18 April 2013 0 In advance of World Immunization Week, global experts are
highlighting strategies to further advance progress on the

Global Vaccine Action Plan

that was endorsed by the World Health Assembly, 2012. Better supply and logistics systems
are essential to reach the estimated 22 million children in developing countries who are still not
protected from dangerous diseases with basic vaccines, according to a special immunization
issue published today by

Vaccine

. Articles in the special supplement also underline the need to improve understanding about
the health benefits of immunization. World Immunization Week starts 20 April with its call to
“Protect your world, get vaccinated” with a range of activities in some 180 countries to help
immunize more children against preventable diseases.

“We have seen some major advances in the development and delivery of vaccines in the
past few years,” said Dr Flavia Bustreo, Assistant Director-General at the World Health
Organization. “But many countries still face obstacles in getting life-saving vaccines to every
child who needs them.”

Many countries encounter serious challenges in vaccine supply and logistics, from inability to
keep vaccines at the correct temperature, to record keeping which enables community health
workers to ensure the right vaccines reach the children who need them.

Inefficient health and delivery systems threaten access, availability, quality —and health
outcomes. WHO, UNICEF, the GAVI Alliance, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the
many other partners active in the Decade of Vaccines have drawn up new plans to strengthen
immunization systems to:

- ensure that more vaccines are discovered and developed and that packaging is
designed to meet the needs of developing countries — such as the MenAfriVac vaccine for
Meningitis A in Africa which can be transported and stored for as long as four days without
refrigeration;

- establish supply and logistics systems that support and sustain efficient and effective
vaccine delivery—this can include, using ‘moving warehouses’ to distribute vaccines to remote
health centres, and integrating the distribution of vaccines with other health commodities;

- improve immunization information systems to show more accurately where the needs
are—for example by using immunization registries, such as those used in Albania, Sri Lanka,
and Uruguay. The registries track and follow individual children which makes it possible to trace
and better understand who is not being vaccinated, and why;

- maintain a competent and motivated health workforce, through professionalizing supply
chain positions improved training for staff and better management and supervision

- explore the use of mobile technology to strengthen communication and data capture
across the supply chain, including stock management;

- allocate more resources to remote and marginalized groups, including specific programs
to target nomadic and indigenous communities, such as the programs under way in Sudan.
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There is also an urgent need to better communicate the health benefits provided by vaccines,
and the dangers of not immunizing children. Immunization averts an estimated 2-3 million
deaths every year, protecting children from diphtheria, measles, pertussis (better known as
whooping cough), pneumonia, polio, rotavirus diarrhoea, rubella (or German measles) and
tetanus.

“In some parts of the world, complacency about immunization has led to gaps in vaccination
coverage,” said Geeta Rao Gupta, Deputy Executive Director, UNICEF. “When gaps occur,
outbreaks follow.”

In other places, myths are circulating that vaccines do not work, or on the nature and
frequency of side effects, which lead parents and caregivers to refuse to vaccinate their
children.

“We need to help parents to better understand the benefits of immunization to ensure they
reach all children, no matter where they live,” said Dr Seth Berkley, Chief Executive Officer of
the GAVI Alliance. “Today vaccines protect the lives of hundreds of millions of children; but
with our partners, we need to ensure that an additional quarter of a billion children are
immunized by 2015.” He added.

Chris Elias, president of Global Development at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, agrees.
“We know that vaccines work to save lives and protect children for a lifetime. Strong
immunization systems protect our gains against polio and provide a platform for new vaccines
and primary health care.”

Nevertheless, in recent years, there have been resurgences of diphtheria, measles and
rubella in developed and developing countries alike. For example, outbreaks of measles have
occurred in France, ltaly, Spain, the United Kingdom, and Pakistan.

World Immunization Week, with its call to “Protect your world, get vaccinated” is an opportunity
to raise global awareness of the health benefits of vaccination. Governments, development
partners, international organizations, manufacturers, health professionals, academia, civil
society, communities and individuals come together in 180 countries to promote the goal of
universal immunization coverage — and to overcome challenges to achieving it.

Different geographical regions emphasize different themes to adapt to their specific needs. In
World Immunization Week 2013 the regional focus is as follows:

- Africa: Save lives, Prevent disabilities, Vaccinate!

- The Americas: Vaccination, a shared responsibility.

- Eastern Mediterranean: Stop measles now!

- Europe: Protect. Prevent. Immunize.

- South-East Asia: Intensification of routine immunization.

- Western Pacific: Finish the jobd No more measles for anyone.

WHO, UNICEF, the GAVI Alliance, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation are all
committed to giving all children a healthy start to life by achieving the Decade of Vaccines
vision via the Global Vaccines Action Plan launched in 2012. The Plan aims to deliver
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universal access to immunization by 2020.
See: www.who.int/entity/campaigns/immunization-week/2013/en

i

About WHO

WHO helps countries integrate immunization into national health policies and plans and thus
increase access to existing vaccines. The Organization promotes new vaccines (such as the
Human Papilloma Virus vaccine) and new initiatives such as the integrated plan to end
preventable child deaths worldwide from pneumonia and diarrhoea by 2025. It works to ensure
access to quality vaccines and immunization equipment, notably through the prequalification of
vaccines and immunization equipment.

WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for health within the United Nations system. It
is responsible for providing leadership on global health matters, shaping the health research
agenda, setting norms and standards, articulating evidence-based policy options, providing
technical support to countries and monitoring and assessing health trends.

UNICEF

UNICEF works in more than 190 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive,
from early childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for
developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation,
quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence,
exploitation, and AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals,
businesses, foundations and governments. For more information about UNICEF and its work
visit: www.unicef.org

In June 2012, the Governments of Ethiopia, India and the United States with UNICEF
launched a global roadmap to end preventable deaths of children under the age of five. Since
then, under the banner of Committing to Child Survival: A Promise Renewed, more than 170
countries have signed up and renewed their commitment to child survival.

GAVI Alliance

The GAVI Alliance is a public-private partnership committed to saving children’s lives and
protecting people’s health by increasing access to immunisation in developing countries. The
Alliance brings together developing country and donor governments, the World Health
Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, the vaccine industry, technical agencies, civil society,
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other private sector partners. GAVI uses innovative
finance mechanisms, including co-financing by recipient countries, to secure sustainable
funding and adequate supply of quality vaccines. Since 2000, GAVI has financed the
immunisation of an additional 370 million children and prevented more than 5.5 million
premature deaths. Learn more at www.gavialliance.org and connect with us on Facebook and
Twitter.

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Guided by the belief that every life has equal value, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation works
to help all people lead healthy, productive lives. In developing countries, it focuses on
improving people’s health and giving them the chance to lift themselves out of hunger and
extreme poverty. In the United States, it seeks to ensure that all people—especially those with
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the fewest resources—have access to the opportunities they need to succeed in school and
life. Based in Seattle, Washington, the foundation is led by CEO Jeff Raikes and Co-chair
William H. Gates Sr., under the direction of Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett.
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